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Poynter Institute
Reaches Out
To The Community

from

Pinellas County
Urban League
Names
Watson Haynes
As New Leader

Watson Haynes

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Pinellas
County
Urban
League’s nationwide search for
its next Chief Executive
Officer concludes at its
beginning – with a hometown
hero whose deep roots stretch
throughout the community,
state and nation.
Watson Haynes, a native of
St. Petersburg is a popular
public speaker, consultant,
advocate for education, and
Tuesday, May 7 he assumed the

role of President & CEO of the
Pinellas County Urban League.
Haynes has more than
three decades of leadership and
administrative experience that
includes several gubernatorial
appointments and senior leadership positions. Most recently
an Education and Community
Outreach Coordinator for St.

HAYNES

continued on pg. 7
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BY HOLLY KESTENIS
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG — The
Poynter Institute, located at 801
Third St. S., is traditionally known
as a school where journalists flock
to better their writing skills and
photojournalist come to hone their
craft. Now, however, Poynter is
taking on a new challenge.
Kenny Irby casually leans
back in his chair, relaxed amongst
the tranquil setting of the Great
Hall. Its timeless beauty and
stunning architectural design have
been an inspiration to countless
journalists who’ve visited the
Poynter Institute from around the
globe. Irby smiles and takes his
time surveying his surroundings
before speaking.
“It’s new and exciting and
something I’ve been involved
in informally throughout the
community. Now it’s a formal
acknowledgement of the institute
— that we have an important
responsibility to our community.”
He’s referring to his recent
appointment to Director of
Community Relations. Already
part of the Senior Faculty, Irby
founded Poynter’s photojournalism program and is responsible for
visual journalism education at

Photograph
courtesy of
Jim Stem
The Poynter Institute
Students have a little fun and get a little exercise
with Tampa Bay Rays mascot, Raymond.

Poynter, as well as heading up its
diversity programs. Irby’s prestigious appointment marks a step in
a new direction for the Poynter
Institute.
“The challenges these kids
are facing are very extreme and
sometimes dire. If we can provide
some hope to young people that
they do have a promising future,
then we feel good,” Irby explains.
One of the community
outreach programs Irby heads up
is the Write Field program.
Currently consisting of 27 African
American kids in St. Petersburg’s
inner city middle schools, Write

Field aims to lend support to these
at r i s k s t u d e n t s i n n e e d o f
guidance.
“We’re excited about being
able to take our 6th grade boys
through three years of a curriculum that will help them develop
their confidence; help them make
better choices. We’re all about
creating synergy and symbiotic
relationships that help advance
these kids and give them alternatives.”
With a three prong strategy of
Respect, Responsibility and
Restraint, the Write Field program
aims at making a difference in the

Kenny Irby

dropout rate of local African
American boys.
“What we’re working on now
is its initial launch, and it’s
been successful. We’ve seen a
reduction in disciplinary detention
in the boys that are in the program,
and we’ve definitely seen an
increase in positive self esteem
and confidence. Additionally,
their writing confidence has
improved,” Irby says.
Working with local school
principals and counselors, Irby’s

POYNTER
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BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B UR G —
Hundreds exploded into thunderous applause with a standing
ovation to honor Dr. William Law
at the FAST (Faith and Action for
Strength Together) meeting held
Monday, May 7 at Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church.
Dr. Law, president of St.
Petersburg College, was instrumental in establishing the Learn to
Earn program that trains unemployed persons in fields where
there are current opportunities
such as public safety, graphic arts
and in the medical field.
“I am glad we work together
and it is nice to be recognized,”
Dr. Law stated. “It is always a
little embarrassing when we’re

Dr. William Law, President of St. Petersburg College
and Pastor Robert Ward, Mt. Moriah Baptist Church

only doing what we should be
doing anyhow. You stick with us
and we will stick with you,” he
added.
Since the Learn to Earn
program began at St. Petersburg
College in 2011, approximately
1,000 certificates have been

earned.
St. Petersburg College has
entered into a partnership with
Pinellas Technical Education
Center to offer more training
opportunities for employment.
The program offers classes in the
Public Works Academy, Pinellas

Flo Young, member of Bethel
Community Baptist Church

Broadband Institute, health
careers, education and childcare,
construction, energy and transportation.

FAST

continued on pg. 7
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TO YOUR HEALTH
Top AIDS Scientist Fauci
Declares End In Sight
BY RUTHANN RICHTER
DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS

The end of the AIDS
ep i d em ic — one o f worst
pandemics the world has known
— is now in sight, given the
myriad scientific tools available
today. From drug prevention to
circumcision and methods to
stop transmission from mother
to child, Anthony Fauci, MD,
the country’s top AIDS scientist,
declared the findings in a
speech recently at Stanford
University.
Fauci, dir ector of the
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, said he
o n c e expected his newly
diagnosed patients not to live
beyond six to eight months.
Today he can look a 25-year-old
HIV positive patient in the eye
and tell them they can live 50
plus years if they start on medication.
There are few successes that
can match that,” Fauci told an
overflow crowd at Stanford
University School of Medicine.
And that has all turned on
the stunning progress in both the
basic and applied sciences,
which in the past two decades
has produced more than two
dozen approved antiretroviral
drugs as well as a wide array of
prevention tools that Fauci
predicted ultimately will lead to
an AIDS-free generation.

Today, some 34 million
people are infected with HIV
worldwide, with 2.7 million
becoming newly infected in
2010 alone. In the United States,
the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
estimates some 1.2 million
people are living with HIV, with
50,000 new cases diagnosed
every year — an “embarrassing
number,” Fauci said.
Some 20 percent of infected
individuals in the United States
don’t even realize they are
carrying the virus, he said.
Identifying those individuals and getting them into
treatment, as well as keeping up
with the pace of new infections,
are among the major challenges
of the campaign to stop the
spread of AIDS, he said.
F or e ve ry p ers o n wh o
received life-saving, antiretroviral treatment in 2010, two more
became infected with the virus.
“So you’re losing that game,”
he said.
“Treatment as prevention
has a one-two knockout punch,”
he said. “It saves the life of the
person already affected and has
a 96 percent chance of preventing transmission to another
person…. We believe this is
going to be a major tool for
getting the whole level of the
virus in the population down.”
Preventing
transmission
from HIV-positive pregnant
women to their newborns is

Dr. Fauci declares the
end of AIDS is near.

another area in which there has
been major progress, Fauci said.
With the use of drug intervention, the rate of mother-to-child
transmission in the United
States has fallen from 10.9
percent in 1997 to near zero
today, he said.
Circumcision, now recommended by the World Health
Organization, also is beginning
to have an impact on transmission rates, Fauci said. More men
have been stepping up to have
the procedure following studies
in South Africa, Kenya and
Uganda, which found it could
reduce a man’s risk of HIV
infection by up to 60 percent.
Combining these approaches, Fauci said, will change the
path of the epidemic, with a
steady decline over the next few
decades in the population of
those who are infected.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Urban Black Women Die
Needlessly From Breast Cancer

BY J. CARLTON ZEIGLER
DISTRIBUTED BY HEALTHY
LIVING NEWS

A new study shows that five
urban black American women die
daily from breast cancer due to lack
of access to proper care and
treatment. The study also reveals an
urban black to white racial death
disparity for breast cancer.
Using a Center for Disease
Control database and U.S. Census
Bureau data, the 2012 Racial
Disparity in Breast Cancer Mortality
study examined breast cancer deaths
by race and income in 24 of the
largest American cities. The
researcher then compared the data
for non-Hispanic black and white
women.
The results show that more than
1,700 urban black women die of
breast cancer every year because of

cultural mores and economics that
limit their access to health care.
That’s a socioeconomic fatality rate
of 5 black women dying needlessly
from breast cancer everyday.
The study also shows that 21 of
the 24 largest U.S. cities have a black
to white racial disparity in breast
cancer mortality. In 13 of those cities
the disparity level of cancer deaths is
statistically significant.
The differences in cancer deaths
were not due to a higher prevalence
of genetic mutations known to
increase breast cancer risk and
mortality.
“Our research shows societal
factors – not genetics – are largely to
blame for the racial disparity in
breast cancer mortality nationwide,”
said Steve Whitman, Ph.D., director
of Sinai Urban Health Institute and
the study’s lead author.
The study, conducted by Sinai

Five black women die
needlessly from breast
cancer everyday.

Urban Health Institute and funded
by the Avon Foundation for Women,
is the first national study to examine
the racial disparities in breast cancer
mortality at city level in the United
States.
The Study was published in the
journal Cancer Epidemeology

No End To US Obesity
Epidemic, Forecast Shows

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
obesity epidemic may be slowing,
but don’t take in those pants yet.
Today, just over a third of U.S.
adults are obese. By 2030, 42
percent will be, says a forecast
released Monday.
That’s not nearly as many as
experts had predicted before the
once-rapid rises in obesity rates
began leveling off. But the new
forecast suggests even small continuing increases will add up.
Worse, the already obese are
getting fatter. Severe obesity will
double by 2030, when 11 percent
of adults will be nearly 100 pounds
overweight, or more, concluded
the research led by Duke
University.
That could be an ominous consequence of childhood obesity.
Half of severely obese adults were
obese as children, and they put on
more pounds as they grew up, said
CDC’s Dietz.
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Does that mean obesity has
reached a plateau? Well, some
larger CDC databases show
continued upticks, said Duke
University health economist Eric
Finkelstein, who led the new CDCfunded forecast. His study used
that information along with other
factors that influence obesity rates
— including food prices, prevalence of fast-food restaurants,
unemployment — to come up with
what he called “very reasonable
estimates” for the next two
decades.
Today, more than 78 million
U.S. adults are obese, defined as
having a body-mass index of 30 or
more. BMI is a measure of weight
for height. Someone who’s 5-feet5 would be termed obese at 180
pounds, and severely obese with a
BMI of 40 — 240 pounds.
The new forecast suggests
32 million more people could be
obese in 2030 — adding $550
billion in health spending over that
time span.
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While being overweight
increases anyone’s risk of diabetes,
heart disease and a host of other
ailments, the severely obese are
most at risk — and the most
expensive to treat. Already, conservative estimates suggest obesityrelated problems account for at
least 9 percent of the nation’s
yearly health spending, or $150
billion a year.
Over the past decade, obesity
rates stayed about the same in
women, while men experienced a
small rise, said CDC’s Cynthia
Ogden. That increase occurred
mostly in higher-income men,
for reasons researchers couldn’t
explain.
About 17 percent of the
nation’s children and teens were
obese in 2009 and 2010, the latest
available data. That’s about the
same as at the beginning of the
decade, although a closer look by
Ogden shows continued small
increases in boys, especially
African American boys.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bigger, Uglier Story Of
Addicted Women Goes Untold

BY DR. YVONNE
SCRUGGS-LEFTWICH

The empirical research on
which this article was originally
based was conducted in St.
Petersburg, Florida in 2006 and
2007. The incidents which
inspired the research, however,
continue today with intensity,
even resulting in recent deaths of
two of the women mentioned in
the opening paragraph below. It
is time to tell the story over again.
(Womensenews) — Lindsay
Lohan, Nicole Ritchie, Kate
Moss, Paris Hilton, Britney
Spears, Whitney Houston, Amy
Winehouse and other beautiful
young celebrity women have
become prime-time poster girls
for the fast life.
Court-ordered ankle
bracelets that electronically track
abusive levels of alcohol in the
body are glamorized as fashion
statements. People magazine
captioned a society party photo:
“Lohan wore a bikini—and her
alcohol monitor.” The Examiner
tag-lined a similar fashion pose:
“Lindsay models her alcohol
monitoring ankle bracelet.”
The brutal dehumanization,
generated by drunken excesses
and promiscuity, is redefined as
high-tension energy and overwrought exhaustion.
I interviewed a reliable
sample of local women and I
promised to change their names
to protect their privacy. But I
also assured them that I would
tell their stories because they are
not suffering from overzealous
me d i a attention or public

interest. Quite the opposite.
Many are impoverished, unemployed, unskilled and destitute.
But my interviewees were lucky
enough to have found one of the
scarce and unglamorous—but
very critical—group residences
and drug recovery locations: my
family’s nonprofit Still Standing
Recovery Ministry, run by “Rev.
Ed” Leftwich. Many more such
homeless addicts wander the
streets in most of America’s
cities and towns.
No paparazzi are chasing
blond 19-year-old Ava as she
staggers from the crack house
after a four or five-day binge.
And that’s a good thing because
Ava looks like hell and smells
worse. She is dirty, battered and
bruised. She has lost her struggle
with the drug-crack-dopealcohol habit again. She is
penniless. She paid for her drugs
with bartered goods, often
stolen, or with her battered body.
Either form of currency bought
her a high that was short and
unsatisfactory. Now that she also
is homeless again her ritual will
soon resume.
Pedestrians hardly notice
that the paramedics, once again,
are scraping Tracey, a 30-yearold black woman, off the
pavement at the edge of a public
park near downtown. She has
been lying there since early
morning, apparently asleep,
when in fact she has overdosed
on methamphetamine. She will
be revived in the emergency
room (or maybe not, this time)
and then placed in the lockeddown detoxification ward for

three to seven days. She will be
discharged wearing the same
clothing in which she arrived,
still homeless.
Victoria, a 24-year-old
Latina, works in a fast-food store
trying to maintain a routine that
might keep her from relapsing
into a crack-induced stupor. Yet
when she gets her pay, the siren
call of her habit is stronger than
her resolve and she “drops by” an
old haunt to “check things out.”
The pay in her pocket was
intended for her rent and her
promised contribution to her
grandmother who cares for her 4year-old son. But guilt about her
child and her need to stifle loneliness in the company of the guy
who is looking her way convinces
her to take “just one hit” on the
crack pipe. There is no such thing
as just one hit, so her disease
becomes fully active again.
There are very few
published studies that focus
exclusively on female drug
addicts who are trying to
recover. But if we want to help
these women, we must devote to
them a portion of the attention
we lavish on their glitzier, richer
counterparts. The problems of
these women are obvious and
understandable. Just ask 31year-old Simone.
Simone says she grew up
poor but managed to go to
college for two semesters. Then
she started acting in ways that
might echo the young superstars
but have far worse consequences
in her case.
“I knew nothing about
recovery or about doing

Moffitt Cancer Center Hosts
Prostate Cancer Education

ST. PETERSBURG —
Moffitt Cancer Center is
raising awareness on prostate
c a n c er. The “Community
Advocates for Prostate Cancer
Education Training Program”
(CAPE) is tailored to
members of the general public
that are health advocates
within underserved communities.

The program will educate
individuals in v o l v ed i n
community health advocacy,
focusing on men’s health and
prostate cancer. Participants
will receive a free prostate
cancer training kit to use in
their community outreach.
Lunch will be provided.
The program takes place
Wednesday, May 16 from 10

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Help Us
Help U Health and Wellness
Center located at 313 18th
Ave. S.
To register, please call
LaShonda Coulbertson at
813-745-8826. The event is
free to the general public. For
health care professionals, the
program is $20. The deadline
to register is May 14.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Dr. Scruggs-Leftwich , a
Weekly Challenger correspondent, is President/CEO
of St. Petersburg's Center for
Community and Economic
Justice, Inc (CCEJ)

something different. I really
didn’t think anything was wrong
with me. Really. Here I am
looking at a 15-to-life sentence,
and I really didn’t think anything
was wrong with me?”
Today she is serving a long
jail term. The official charge was
violation of parole, stemming
from numerous previous arrests.
But what she’s being punished
for is her unglamorous, selfdestructive and disregarded life
style and addiction. It’s a
common outcome for ordinary,
female street addicts.
An even worse but also
not uncommon outcome was
Tracey’s.
About one year after my
interview with her, her body was
found in a dumpster.
Epilogue: We know what
happened to the late, lovely
Whitney Houston and the late,
gifted Amy Winehouse. Who ever
heard anything about the late,
tragic Tracey?

Saturday, May 12 - Genealogy Workshop Presented by:
Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society
(AAHGS)-Tampa Chapter. Topic: Preserving Our Lineage.
John F. Germany Library Auditorium, 900 N. Ashley Dr.,
Tampa, at 1:30 p.m. Admission is free. For information,
contact Robert Wimberly, President, AAHGS, Tampa
Chapter; cw5bob2@verizon.net or visit http://aahgstampa.homestead.com/
Wednesday, May 23 - The city of St. Petersburg is
offering grants to eligible nonprofit arts and cultural organizations for the next budget year. Applications and guidelines to receive funds are now available online at
www.stpete.org/budget/grantsc.asp; grants are due on or
before Friday, June 15. Organizations interested in
applying for these grant funds are encouraged to attend
an informational workshop, which will be held at 10 a.m. at
St. Petersburg City Hall, 175 Fifth Street N., Room 100.
Ongoing - Enroll now! Summer Peace Camp at Happy
Workers Learning Center, Inc. 920 19th St S, St. Petersburg.
Call 727 894 5337. Starts June 11 for 10 weeks. 6:30 a.m. –
5 p.m. daily. Free T shirt! Fun planned activities indoors and
outdoors to encourage health, education, the arts, recreation
and tenacity of spirit! Field trips weekly, Rays games too,
picnics, music, museums – Fine Arts, Clay Factory, Dali
Museum, Great Explorations, Sunken Gardens etc. Breakfast,
lunch and afternoon snack daily. CCC accepted. Free slots for
23 children if parents are eligible and meet financial criteria.

A Mother’s DayHonor
To My Mother - In- Law
Mrs. Fannie Barker Robinson

May God bless you always for
the unconditional love you
and the family have given to me
over the years. You are a
PHENOMONAL woman!
I love and admire you so much.
MIZPAH.
Your daughter-in-law,
Willie

LET US
HEAR FROM

YOU!
Email: Editor@theweeklychallenger.com

PERSONAL ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621

About the Job
PERMANENT PART TIME personal and business assistant/bookkeeper who is
extremely Mac computer savvy. This position requires for 16-24 hours/wk.
Looking for hard working, honest, articulate, healthy person. Few of the duties
include personal errands, answering and making phone calls, Mac computer
work, Exel files, making travel plans, arranging pick up and deliveries etc.
Must have these skills.
- MULTI TASKING
- excellent verbal and written communication skills and fluent in English
- committed to providing excellent customer service at all times
- savvy with Mac (PC does not count)
- extremely organized
- self motivated
- must be older than 21 years old.
Send your resumes to: openingposition2012@gmail.com,
Include education, work history, and your city, your email.
DO NOT send resume if you do not meet all of these criterias.

Correction

We need to make a correction to the April 26 Community Spotlight.
The subjects name was Robert A. Vinson, III, not Robert Vinson, Jr.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: dunbarsite.org

Paul Laurence Dunbar

The first African American
poet to garner national critical
acclaim, Paul Laurence Dunbar
was born June 27, 1872, to Matilda
and Joshua Dunbar in Ohio. His
mother was a former slave and his
father had escaped from slavery and
served in the 55th Massachusetts
Infantry Regiment and the 5th
Massachusetts Colored Cavalry
Regiment during the Civil War.
Matilda and Joshua had two
children before separating in 1874.
Dunbar was the only African
American in his class at Dayton
Central High. He worked as an
elevator operator in Dayton’s
Callahan Building until he established himself locally and nationally
as a writer. He published an African
American newsletter in Dayton, the
“Dayton Tattler”, with help from the
Wright brothers.
His first public reading was on
his birthday in 1892. A former
teacher arranged for him to give the
welcoming address to the Western
Association of Writers when the
organization met in Dayton. James
Newton Matthews became a friend
of Dunbar’s and wrote to an Illinois
paper praising Dunbar’s work. The
letter was reprinted in several
papers across the country, and the
accolade drew regional attention to
Dunbar; James Whitcomb Riley, a
poet, read Matthew’s letter and
acquainted himself with Dunbar’s
work. With literary figures
beginning to take notice, Dunbar
decided to publish a book of
poems in 1892. “Oak and Ivy”; his

first collections.
Though his book was received
well locally, Dunbar still had to
work as an elevator operator to help
pay off his debt to his publisher. He
sold his book for a dollar to people
who rode the elevator. As more
people came in contact with his
work, however, his reputation
spread. In 1893, he was invited to
recite at the World’s Fair, where he
met Frederick Douglass. Douglass
called Dunbar “the most promising
young colored man in America.”
Dunbar moved to Toledo,
Ohio, in 1895, with help from
attorney Charles A. Thatcher and
psychiatrist Henry A. Tobey. Both
were fans of Dunbar’s work, and
they arranged for him to recite his
poems at local libraries and literary
gatherings. Tobey and Thatcher also
funded the publication of Dunbar’s
second book, “Majors and Minors.”
It was Dunbar’s second book
that propelled him to national fame.
William Dean Howells, a novelist,
literary critic and editor of Harper’s
Weekly, praised Dunbar’s book in
one of his weekly columns and
launched Dunbar’s name into the
most respected literary circles
across the country. In 1897, Dunbar
traveled to England to recite his
works on the London literary
circuit. His national fame had
spilled across the Atlantic.
After returning from England,
Dunbar married Alice Ruth Moore;
a young writer and teacher. Dunbar
took a job at the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C. He

found the work tiresome, however,
and it is believed the library’s dust
contributed to his worsening case of
tuberculosis. He worked there for
only a year before quitting to write
and recite full time.
In 1902, Dunbar and his wife
separated. Depression stemming
from the end of his marriage and
declining health drove him to a
dependence on alcohol, which
further damaged his health. He
continued to write, however. He
ultimately produced 12 books of
poetry, four books of short stories, a
play and five novels. His work
appeared in Harper’s Weekly, the
Sunday Evening Post, the Denver
Post, Current Literature and a
number of other magazines and
journals. He traveled to Colorado
and visited his half-brother in
Chicago before returning to his
mother in Dayton in 1904. He died
there Feb. 9, 1906.

Breaking The Cycle

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G —
Harbordale YMCA celebrates
its 10th Anniversary with a
breakfast of champions.
Elena Stowers is on a
mission. As executive director
of the Harbordale YMCA,
located at 2421 4th St. S., she
calmly meanders through an
increasing crowd of hungry supporters making last minute
adjustments before kicking off
the morning with an amazing
pancake breakfast.
Its Harbordale’s 10th year in
operation as the neighborhood
YMCA and Stowers is excited
about the work they’re doing
and the difference it is making
in the local community.
“We are breaking the cycle
of generational poverty by
providing the children and
families with tools such as
t u t o r i n g , F C AT p r e p , a n d
academic preparedness. We’re
helping children to increase
their GPA, their reading and
math skills, so that they can
overcome this cycle.”
The Harbordale YMCA
has become a staple to the
children, families, and seniors
living throughout the neighborhood. Theresa McEachern,
president of the Harbordale
Neighborhood Association,
took part in the initial groundbreaking ceremony and beams
with pride when she remembers
that day.
“I went to the city and
begged and pleaded for them to
help me find a spot where we
could build something. It took a
while to get the construction
going, but we broke ground and
here we are ten years later and I
can’t believe it. I never dreamed
we were going to end up with
something of this magnitude,”
McEachern exclaimed.
Along with the pancake
breakfast, Stowers heads up the
annual community support
campaign. Every dollar raised
for Harbordale goes directly
towards the children to help pay
for supplies and tuition so that
struggling families can afford to
attend. Stowers’ fundraising
goal for the facility is $16,000
for the year, but they still have a
ways to go.
“It’s an astronomical fee to
take care of one child for a
week, let alone 55 children a
week. I give them every opportunity that I can afford, find,
sometimes fund myself, for
them to have what they need,”
says Stowers.
Harbordale YMCA runs
the Y-Achievers Afterschool
Ac a d e m i c P r o g r a m , w h e r e
children from kindergarten to
eighth grade can learn in a challenging and fun environment.
The academic program is
designed to support curriculum
standards in the public and
private school systems through

L-R Theresa McEachern, President of Harbordale
Neighborhood Assoc. and Elena Stowers, YMCA Executive
Director of Harbordale Branch.

Cacia Cumperbatch,
with son Deuce and daughter, Cienna.

test preparation, daily journal
writing, and age-appropriate skills.
“The families here have
never been given the tools
themselves growing up because
their parents weren’t given the
tools and their parent’s parents
weren’t given the tools. The YAchievers program was created
because we wanted to give the
children an up, to show them the
only out isn’t sports, but that
they could do something academically,” Stowers explains.
Neighbor Cacia Cumperbatch
has been sending her daughter
Cienna to Harbordale’s afterschool
program for a couple of years and
couldn’t be more pleased.
“I love it here. I love the

people; they genuinely care and
it helps.”
Harbordale YMCA is open
year round and the summer
session is soon to start, with
space available. For a $25-$55
fee, depending on income and
family size, Harbordale’s camp
offers a mandatory two-hour
academic session each day and
is equipped with a computer lab
and library on-site.
Science activities, art, golf,
tennis, and even sailing lessons
(for middle school aged
children) are included in the
cost, as well as, fieldtrips,
breakfast and lunch.
Congratulations on 10 years
of serving the community!

L-R Joyce Baker, former mayor Rick Baker
and Councilman Karl Nurse.

L-R D’Asia Waters, Dejanee Walker, Dee Graves, Nyah Acoff and Erica Walker.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dine With Men Who Cook

‘Blackbird’
The Story Of Josephine Baker

L-R Jacob Fuller, Steve Scruggs and Pastor Bryant Fayson

L-R merging top chefs
Tep Tyler, Travis Barnes and
Tremond Webb.

ST. PETERSBURG — The
17th Annual Dine With Men Who
Cook held April 22, at the
Wildwood Park Recreation
Center was a huge success.
The members of the Bethel
AME Church wish to thank the
community for their overwhelming support in making the event an
evening to remember.

Out of all the chefs who
competed, only three could win
top honors. Third place went to
Rev. Bryant Fayson, Pastor of
Bethel AME; second place was
awarded to Jacob Fuller, and the
number one top chef grand prize
went to Steve Scruggs.
Many chefs participated and
prepared a variety of traditional

and exotic dishes for the annual
fundraiser. Portions of the
proceeds raised will be used to
fund Bethel’s Sunday morning
breakfast ministry.
The breakfast is free and open
to the general public, but mainly
serves the homeless, unemployed
and needy families. The church is
located at 912 3rd Ave. N.

FAST

nary program in over 40 schools
to reduce suspensions and
increase learning. Since 2005,
more than 6,000 four year olds
from low income families have
benefited by attending a full day
of the pre-kindergarten program
in Pinellas County.
FAST won an affordable
housing trust fund of 19.2
million from the county
commissioners. This helped
leverage 153 million from
the private sector for affordable housing and created
1,400 new units for families
making less than 40K.
With regards to drugs and
crimes, FAST working with local
law enforcement reports that more
than 104 hot spots of drugs and

crime in the community have
been cleaned up. The group also
won a commitment from Pinellas
County Sheriff Robert Gualtieri to
reinstate an in-jail rehabilitation
program by funding it directly
from the sheriff’s budget.
In conjunction with
Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) of Pinellas County, FAST
was successful in creating a “one
stop” hotline to help over 20,500
seniors get their transportation
needs met.
The group needs more
members so they can continue to
help with community development issues. For more information, please call 727-823-9197 or
727-524-3303.

Watson’s leadership. His proven
track record of results, coupled
with connections that transcend
all local boundaries will elevate
our organization’s impact and
reach to the next level.”
Haynes’ selection follows a
stringent and lengthy process
that attracted many top tier candidates from within our local
area and beyond. A selection
committe e l ed b y b o ard
me mbers wit h s p eci al i zed
expertise collaborated with
National Urban League officials
to ensure a sound process that
would produce a long-time
leader.
“I am excited about this
great opportunity to support our
community in this new role,”
Haynes said. “I have long been

an ardent supporter of the good
and important work of the
Pinellas County Urban League.
No w, i n t h i s p ro fes s i o n al
capacity I look forward to
building on that commitment to
make a lasting impact for the
people we are honored to serve.”
There are no current plans
for additional changes within the
existing leadership team or in the
structure, purpose and format of
the PCUL’s programs. “We have
been serving this community in
meaningful ways for nearly four
decades. We look forward to
continuing those contributions
and developing new opportunities for many decades more,”
Haynes added.
Congratulations Watson,
from The Weekly Challenger!

continued from front page

In addition to honoring Dr.
Law, the audience was given
updated reports on accomplishments FAST has made in social
development areas including
education, affordable housing,
drugs and crime and transportation.
FAST is a group of 38 diverse
congregations who work together
on community issues. They hold
yearly rallies to ensure mass
support for their goals called the
Nehemiah Action Assembly.
In the area of education,
FAST worked with the Pinellas
County School District to
implement a school-wide discipli-

HAYNES

continued from front page

Petersburg College, he has
served as president and CEO of
the Coalition for a Safe & Drug
Free St. Petersburg; Executive
Director of Bridges to America, a
family and substance abuse
treatment center; and as an
executive vice president at
Operation PAR in St. Petersburg.
“Watson is the ideal leader to
guide the Pinellas County Urban
League through its next chapter,”
said Gail Simpson, PCUL Board
Chair. “The great strides that
have been made in recent years
in pursuit of our goal to build
bridges for our community will
b e fur ther r ealized unde r

It has surely been a wonderful 2011-12 season
for the Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe (WBTT).
One could candidly say that WBTT offered the
“Hottest Ticket in Town!” Each musical or play
presented has been top-notch: “Love Sung in the
Key of Aretha,” “A Raisin In The Sun,” “Sammy
Tonight,” and last week’s “Blackbird – The Story of
Josephine Baker.”
The latest WBTT presentation, “Blackbird”
was out of the ordinary, inasmuch as it presented the
ups and downs experienced by Josephine Baker
during six years of her early life (1919 – 1925).
Personally, though the play was entertaining, I
couldn’t get into it until Act Two. I had anticipated
seeing and hearing more about her adult life.
Another drawback for me was the songs sung.
Admittedly, although I was not familiar with any of
them, I was unfortunately surprised that none
caught my fancy.
Nevertheless, we watched as Josephine materializes from an unschooled, poor, ghetto teenager
who dances in the streets of East St. Louis, to the
beginning of her legendary career in Paris.
Born Freda Josephine McDonald, we follow
her as a young girl full of life and a love of dance.
Her slapstick side of making silly faces and comic
mugging later helps her career. We’re also provided
with a view of her mother Carrie McDonald, who
supports the family working as a washerwoman
and believes that the best thing for Josephine (Josie)
is to follow in her path as a laundress.
Josephine is portrayed by the very energetic
and full of life Dhakeria Cunningham who does
well enough with funny faces interspersed with
song. Ariel Blue, who manages to shine in every
production I’ve seen her in, is Josephine’s mother.
Blue doubles as the blues singer Big Bertha Smith.

Tsadok Porter, Nate Jacobs, and Michael
Mendez also take on multiple roles. Porter and
Jacobs take on the roles of Father and Mother Jones
vaudeville performers in “The Jones Family Band.”
Porter also portrays a major contributor in Josie’s
life, as the snooty Caroline Dudley, while Jacobs
takes on the roles of Reverend Loomis, the Sheriff,
New York Maitre D’and the 2nd New York Harlem
Revue Producer. The young Michael Mendez does
a decent portrayal of Eddie Baker, the 1st New York
Harlem Revue Producer, and Paul Colin.
We continue to watch as Josie finally gets her
start performing comical skits with various troupes
and later on appearing in a chorus line of all-black
revues on New York vaudeville stages. Through the
influence of blues singer Big Bertha Smith, Josie is
helped in securing various vaudeville jobs, and
Josie becomes Big Bertha’s protégée.
It is during this time that Josie learns the
routines of other performers with the hope of
getting more important roles in the event a regular
performer becomes ill. Her plans paid off.
During Act Two, Josie is discovered by
Caroline Dudley, a woman who wants to bring a
troupe of black entertainers to Paris. Josie is hired
to star in Dudley’s Paris extravaganza “La Revue
Nègre.” She leaves the United States for Paris to
star in this new musical.
There Josie dazzles the audience with her wild
jazz dancing. It is an immediate hit, and Josie is an
instant sensation. She quickly rises to stardom by
simply taking Paris by storm. She continues on to
gain worldwide fame.
We last see Josie in the wild costume that until
this day, folks still talk about … the exotic “banana
skirt” made famous during her wild Banana Dance
at the Folies Bergère in Paris.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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BEYOND THE BAY
Affirmative Action Backed
In Largely Black Brazil
S A O PA U L O ( A P ) —
Brazil’s top court has backed
sweeping affirmative action
programs used in more than
1,000 universities across this
nation, which has more blacks
than any country outside Africa
yet where a severe gap in
education equality between
races persists.
The Supreme Court voted
7-1 last Thursday to uphold a
fe d e ral pr ogr am tha t has
pro v ided s cholarships to
hundreds of thousands of black
and mixed-race students for university studies since 2005.
The court ruled last week in
a separate case that it was constitutional for universities to use
racial quotas in determining
who is admitted.
The ProUni program funds
studies in private universities
for black, mixed race, indigenous and poor students whose
primary education was in the
public school system. There
have been 919,000 recipients of
the scholarship since 2005.
Education inequality in
Brazil is stark despite economic
advances that have seen 20
million people pulled from
poverty since 2003. A woeful
public education system is considered a weak link as Brazil
tries to build on recent
economic gains and become a
global powerhouse.
T h er e ar e s horta ge s of

trained labor in several key
areas, such as engineers to help
the nation develop its massive
offshore oil reserves, the biggest
finds in the Western hemisphere
in three decades. Supporters of
affirmative action say it will
help the country fully tap into
the potential of Brazil’s entire
population.
The Brazilian government’s
statistics agency, using data
from the 2010 Census, reported
that in 2009, just 4.7 percent of
black Brazilians over the age of
25 held a university degree,
compared to 15 percent of
whites. A decade earlier, 2.3
percent of blacks and 9.8
percent of whites had degrees.
Similar inequalities are seen at
all age and education levels.
While those figures show
the gap between whites and
othe r ra ce s i n B razi l h as
actually widened, supporters
say the gain in the percentage of
nonwhites getting a university
education is the more important
statistic.
Backers say the use of
scholarships, quotas and other
policies aimed at getting more
blacks
and
mixed-race
Brazilians into universities is
needed to right the historic
wrongs of slavery, centuries of
stark economic inequality and a
society in which whites are
overwhelmingly in leadership
roles in government and

Fifty-one percent of Brazil’s
192 million people
are black or of mixed-race.

business.
Brazil has more citizens of
African ancestry than any
nation other than Nigeria. Fiftyone percent of Brazil’s 192
million people are black or of
mixed-race.
“If you’re going to write
about discrimination against
blacks you have to talk about
the privileges whites enjoy.
Those privileges are what’s at
stake in the intensely emotional
opposition to these policies,”
said Eliza Larkin Nascimento,
director of the Institute of AfroBrazilian Research and Study in
Rio de Janeiro.
“They feel threatened. Their
privileges are sustained by a
system that perpetuates inequality, both in the form of extreme
poverty and extreme privilege,”
she continued.
Opponents say the idea of
quotas is itself racist and that
Brazil has no need for them,
arguing there is little social
tension among the races and the
nation lacks the overt racism
seen in many other nations.

Harry Belafonte Calls
On America To
Heal Its Racial Wounds

NEW ORLEANS —
Declaring that America has lost
its “moral purpose,” entertainer
and civil rights pioneer, Harry
Belafonte, last week called on
the nation to embrace healing as
a way to end racial strife and
unify behind a movement to
bring racial equity to communities.
He said that racial healing
“is the crux and the heart of what
this country needs, and if we
can’t heal ourselves...then all
else will fail.”
“We are on the threshold of
imploding,” Belafonte told an
audience of several hundred
scholars, community leaders and
s o c i a l jus tice advoca te s
attending the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation’s 2012 America
Healing grantee conference in
New Orleans last week.
“If we cannot bring our
citizens together, if we cannot
heal, if we cannot show how to
be the moral compass for what a
democratic and a healthy society
should do, I doubt if there’s
going to be a replication or a
new moment that will have had
the opportunity that this one had,
and we failed.”
Belafonte took the stage
with long-time friend, Harvard
Law Professor Charles Ogletree,
after the screening of “Sing Your

Song,” an extraordinary documentary on Belafonte’s remarkable life by filmmaker Susanne
Rostock.
Ogletree asked Belafonte
about what kept him motivated
in life, the importance of paying
attention to what young people
are doing, the obstacles he faced
as a black entertainer in a
racially divided nation and his
work in the civil rights
movement. But much of
Belafonte’s focus was on the
need for healing in America.
“We have to perpetuate
healing,” he said. “...real healing
is more than blacks and browns
coming together; there is a huge
part of this equation that says
white America has really got to
get its act together, too.”
Belafonte also cited the
Kellogg Foundation, which two
years ago launched its America
Healing initiative to fund organizations across the country that
are engaged in healing in their
communities and are addressing
structural bias.
Belafonte also highlighted
the importance of this nonviolent approach to America
Healing. “And let us embrace
the fact that it comes to us this
way, and let’s service it and take
it to a better platform, to a better
moment.”

“White America has
really got to get its
act together, too.”

And he warned that greed
and the loss of a moral platform
will be detrimental to the future
of our society.
Belafonte also reflected on
his life from growing up poor,
standing with Martin Luther
King Jr., to providing resources
to the Civil Rights movement
with violence erupting in the
South.
He recalled that friends had
thanked him for his sacrifices
over the years so that others
could have a better life. But
Belafonte insisted that he
viewed his work as “a gift” and
was humbled to be part of the
mission.
“I have been so rewarded by
the journey,” he said.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

FAMU Alumna Named
Female Student Of The Year
Florida A&M University
(FA M U ) a l u m n a K i n d a l l
Johnson was recently named
the Female Student of the Year
by HBCU Digest.
Johnson, who graduated in
the spring of 2011, served as
Mi s s FA M U 2 0 1 0 - 2 0 11 ,
worked as a resident assistant
in M c G u i n n H a l l , w a s a
presidential ambassador, a
counselor with Camp
Adventure and participated in
the Clinton Global Initiative
University.
“In my opinion, my
greatest accomplishment as a
student was being able to
humble myself and realize
what I was doing was far
beyond me. I did it because I
believe in FAMU, and I want
our legacy to continue for
generations to come,” said
Johnson.
She is currently working as

a congressional fellow at
Un i t e d S t a t e s H o u s e o f
Representatives in
Washington, D.C.
Johnson recounts a lesson
she learned at FAMU: “only
the strong survive,” and individuals have to be mentally,
spiritually and emotionally
tough to be a leader at FAMU.
“A good leader has to be
passionate about the cause they
are championing and the
people they are serving” the
Tampa native said. “A good
leader has to have strong supporters who keep them encouraged in adversity, because it
will come. Finally, a great
leader is disciplined, organized
and knows how to ask for
help.”
Johnson was presented
wi t h t h e FA M U S t u d e n t
Leadership Award, which she
d e d i c a t e d t o h e r b r o t h e r,

“Only the strong survive.”

Braxton Johnson, who passed
away while she was a student.
“I will never forget who he was
to me and how much his life
changed mine.” she said.
She reminds current
students to remember their
purpose for attending the university — to get an education.
“Do not allow your past to rob
you of a prosperous future,”
she said. “You determine your
direction. The universe will
work out the details.”

U.S. Energy Subsidiary
Named In Massive Oil Ripoff
Rocking Nigeria

(GIN) — So-called fuel
importers including a subsidiary
of Exxon Mobil billed Nigeria
for eye-popping sums of money
without importing a single drop
of oil.
Details of the wholesale
scamming were revealed in a
scathing 205 page official report
that stunned citizens including
Nobel Peace Prize winner Wole
Soyinka.
A parliamentary probe,
covering 2009 to 2011, found
that dozens of petrol marketers,
including the state oil company,
helped themselves to payments
for fuel that did not exist or was
sold abroad - siphoning billions
of dollars into the pockets of
corrupt officials and businessmen.
“Nigerians have been
suffering under the deceit of a
select few that has milked us all

dry in the name of fuel subsidy,”
said Lawan Farouk, head of the
committee that led the probe.
Th e o i l i m p o r t s w e r e
designed to subsidize the price
that Nigerians paid at the pump.
It was considered one of the few
benefits from being an oil-rich
country.
Officials in the Goodluck
Jonathan administration were
named in the report as were 15
fuel importers who allegedly
received over $300 million
without importing any fuel.
More than 100 oil marketers
may have double billed. In one
case, invoices of 999 million
Nigerian dollars were OK’d for
payment 128 times in 24 hours.
Mobil Oil contests the
figure of $95 million supposedly owed to Nigeria.
Nobel winner Soyinka
expressed dismay at the size of

Demonstrators flock
to the streets to protest
fuel subsidies.

the ripoff. He urged Nigerians
to return to the streets as they
did in January during the
Occupy Nigeria protests. ”It is
enough. Nigerians must be
prepared to march, must be
prepared to come out en masse
and demand a termination of
these years of insolence against
the ordinary people.”
Of those named in the
report, many deny taking part in
fraud, with some taking out fullpage newspaper ads proclaiming their innocence.

U.S. Reporters On Junket To
Central Africa To Observe
Military Training

(GIN) — The U.S. State
Department was in the travel
business this week, offering
tours to a Special Forces base
within the Central African
Republic – the staging ground
for the pursuit of noted rebel
commander Joseph Kony.
Reporters were ferried to
one of the four bases being used
by U.S. forces to search for the
Ugandan-born Kony, leader of
the Lord’s Resistance Army for
over two decades.
Thousands of African
soldiers from Uganda, South
Sudan, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo and the Central
African Republic are receiving
training here from U.S. forces.
But major obstacles stand in
the way of the multi-national
search for Kony. “Because there
are so few roads and telephones,
it often takes weeks for news of
an attack to reach the fusion
center,” NY Times writer Jeffrey
Gettleman reported. “By the
time the Green Berets sift the
information and help dispatch

Joseph Kony

the Ugandan hunting squads,
M r. K o n y i s g o n e . T h e
Americans say they never go on
patrols themselves.”
The biggest challenge is Mr.
Kony’s turf, the size of
California and so rugged that
American gadgetry mostly
useless. “Picture towering trees
that blot out the sun, endless
miles of elephant grass, and
swirling brown rivers that coil

like intestines and are infested
with crocodiles; one of them
recently ate a Ugandan member
of the force,” Gettleman wrote.
Meanwhile, a warlord has
taken over several towns in
eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo. Known locally as “the
Te r m i n a t o r, ” G e n . B o s c o
Ntaganda is wanted by the
International Criminal Court for
using child soldiers.
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Like every other boxing fan on
Earth, I would love to see Floyd
“M o n ey ” M ay weat h er fi g h t
Manny “Pac-Man” Pacquiao.
Whether the bout could live up to
its hype or be as entertaining as
Mayweather’s unanimous decision
Saturday against Miguel Cotto is
questionable. But there’s no doubt
that the highly anticipated match
would be the richest fight in
boxing history.
Unfortunately, the money
might not be enough to entice
Mayweather. His $32 million
guarantee Saturday was a Nevada
record, topping the $30 million
that Mike Tyson was guaranteed
for his 1997 rematch against
Evander Holyfield. In his last three
fights, Mayweather has been guaranteed a total of $79.5 million,
which doesn’t include his considerable take from pay-per-view
s al es , co n ces s i o n s an d o t h er
revenue.
“This is just a testament to
Floyd’s [market] power,” said
Leonard Ellerbe, Mayweather’s
closest adviser and CEO of
Mayweather Promotions. “Floyd
Mayweather is a one-man walking
conglomerate. Over the last 12
months, he is the highest-paid
athlete in sports.”
Mayweather will be Nevada’s
highest-paid inmate as of June 1,
when he begins serving an 87-day
sentence for misdemeanor
domestic violence. He faced more
than 30 years before accepting a
plea bargain and later winning a
petition to delay his incarceration
until after Saturday’s fight. He
convinced Judge Melissa Saragosa
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BY DOUG FERGUSON

that his bout on Cinco de Mayo
would have a $100 million impact
on the Las Vegas economy.
That was quick thinking, but
he’ll still have plenty of time to
ponder the question of meeting
Pacquiao. Mayweather has gone
back and forth in that regard,
calling out Pacquiao in a series of
tweets in January after arguably
ducking him for two years. But
Mayweather doused hopes a few
days before the Cotto fight, again
accusing Pacquiao of using performance-enhancing drugs to
increase in size and strength.
“Look at the pictures and tell
me this man’s head didn’t get
bigger,” Mayweather told a group
of writers. “This man probably
went from a 7 1/4 to an 8. In a hat,
a fitted hat. And you’re going to
tell me this [stuff] is all natural?
Come on, man. Stop this. I’m
going up in weight, but I ain’t just
walking through no damn
fighters.”
Mayweather’s insistence on
blood and urine testing has been a
sticking point, although there are
reports that Pacquiao agreed to the
conditions. Splitting the purse has
been an issue, too, with
Mayweather reportedly unwilling
to offer 50-50. But when the
subject of a Pacquiao fight was
broached Saturday, Mayweather
introduced another sore point: the
bitter relationship with his former
promoter Bob Arum, who now
promotes Pacquiao.
“The truth is, Bob Arum is not
going to let the fight happen,”
Mayweather said in the post-fight
news conference. “It’s not on me. I

went to Pacquiao and offered him
$40 million and told him I would
wire him $20 million within 48
hours. He turned me down and said
he wanted a 50-50 split. So once
he’s free from Bob Arum, will the
fight happen? Absolutely. But as of
now, he’s with Bob Arum, so the
fight isn’t going to happen.”
In addition to the $32 millionplus, Saturday’s victory gave
Mayweather an eighth championship belt and improved his
record to 43-0. His legacy as one
of boxing’s all-time greats in the
ring is secure, and his earnings put
him near the top as well. With
nothing left to prove outside of
beating Pacquiao, Mayweather
said he’s leaning “80-20” toward
retirement. “If it was my last fight,
I gave them a bang,” he said.
“There’s really no one for me to
fight anymore.”
No one except Pac-Man,
whose fans claim that Mayweather
is scared. Such taunts might work
in grade school, goading classmates to fight, but they won’t work
against a boxer as established and

financially well-off as
Mayweather.
Maybe he is less than anxious
to face Pacquiao’s power. Maybe
he’s reluctant to risk a blemish on
his perfect record. Maybe he’s
legitimately worried about his
health. Whatever the case, he has
the classic comeback for those
who think that fear keeps him from
fighting Pacquiao. And it’s at a
level that the taunters can understand.
“You all think I’m scared, I’m
a coward?” he said days before the
Cotto bout. “Well, guess what? I’m
a rich, scared coward. I’m a rich
coward. And if that’s the case, why
the hell would you want to watch
me? I don’t want to watch no
coward. I don’t want to watch
nobody who’s scared, and you all
know for a fact I’m not scared. You
all know that.”
After muscling a larger Cotto
around the ring, I have no doubt
that he would annihilate Pacquiao.
We all know what’s keeping
Mayweather vs Pacquiao from
happening….money.

Mickelson Joins 5 Others
In Hall Of Fame Induction

ST. AUGUSTINE (AP) - Phil
Mickelson loved golf before he was old
enough to walk and swing a club. It
took him on a thrilling ride of major
championships and a few spectacular
crashes, eventually leading to his
induction Monday night into the World
Golf Hall of Fame.
Mickelson was inducted with twotime major champion Sandy Lyle of
Scotland, writer Dan Jenkins, British
player-turned-broadcaster Peter Alliss,
and four-time LPGA major champion
Hollis Stacy. That brought membership
in the Hall of Fame to 141, nearly half
of them since it moved to the World
Golf Village in 1998.
It was the second straight year that
a player still among the top 20 in the
world ranking went into the Hall of
Fame — Mickelson this year, Ernie Els
in 2011. Lefty allowed himself to pause
for a night to reflect on two decades of
golf, starting with his first PGA Tour
win while still at Arizona State.
Mickelson congratulated the others
in his class and said, “They can attest
that you can’t start fulfilling your
dreams until you dream big.’’
Jenkins and Alliss provided the
laughs.
Jenkins, who has covered 210
majors dating to the 1951 U.S. Open, is
the third writer in the Hall of Fame, but
the first who was alive to give an
acceptance speech or as Jenkins said,
“I’m particularly pleased to be taken in
as a vertical human.’’
Jenkins recalled a different era of
golf, when there was not such a gap
between the sportsman and the journalists. He said he wrote about 93
members of the Hall of Fame, drank
with 47 of them and played golf with 24
of them, most of those rounds with his
hero, Ben Hogan.
He figured his best big moment
would be his funeral, and he already
knew what to put on his tombstone: “I
knew this would happen.’’

Alliss won 23 times on the
European Tour and played on eight
Ryder Cup teams until he switched over
to the BBC, and his straight talk and
brilliant command of the language
made him perhaps the most recognizable voice of golf around the world. He
worked his 50th consecutive British
Open last year.
He also became the first inductee to
flip the bird.
He ended a wonderful tale of golf
and his career with a short about the
headmistress at his school, Violet
Weymouth, who wrote in her final
report of his studied that “Peter does
have a brain, but he’s rather loathe to use
it. I fear for his future.’’
His parents died long ago.
“And if there is such a thing as
heaven and if people do look down ...
Well, mom and dad, here we are. Look
at this lot. Look where I’ve been. Look
what I’ve done. Never worked very
hard at it, but it’s all fallen into place.
“And Mrs. Weymouth, if you’re
there.’’Alliss held up his middle finger.
Mickelson was the last to be
inducted, the biggest name of this class
with his 42 wins around the world. He
was elected on the PGA Tour ballot, a
career that includes the Masters three
times, one PGA Championship, two
World Golf Championships, eight
Ryder Cup teams and every Presidents
Cup team since it began in 1994.
He talked about his family as part
of a timeline in golf. There were
memories of his oldest daughter born
after the first of his record five runnerup finishes in the U.S. Open, the blonde
curls of his second daughter, Sophia,
whom he told, “Daddy won!’’ after his
first major at the Masters. He told of the
2005 PGA Championship win, how
son Evan was high-fiving the New
Jersey state troopers.
And he paid tribute to the
thousands of fans he made along the
way in a career that has made
Mickelson a modern-day Arnold
Palmer for his go-for-broke style on the

golf course and the way he makes every
fan feel special by looking them in the
eye or signing countless autographs.
“There have been a lot of times
where I’ve struggled, and it’s been their
energy that’s helped pull me through,’’
Mickelson said. “I’ve tried to reciprocate by launching drive after drive in
their general direction.’’
Mickelson choked up with
emotion talking about the only caddie
he’s ever had as a pro — Jim “Bones’’
Mackay — and Steve Loy, his college
coach who turned into his business
manager. It was Loy who introduced
Mickelson as the “People’s Choice.’’
In a rare moment, PGA Tour commissioner Tim Finchem did not give a
brief “State of Golf’’ as he has done
over the years at the induction
ceremony. Instead, he saluted
Mickelson for projecting golf’s image
as well as anyone.
“I would like to thank him in
addition for being a role model, a role
model for young players coming up,
and a role model for people who play
the game of golf just for fun, because
you’ve never seen Phil Mickelson on or
off the golf course that he wasn’t
showing the proper professionalism
that you want to see in any athlete, particularly an athlete in our sport,’’
Finchem said.
“I think only Arnold Palmer maybe
could be classified as better at enthusing
our fans and having the fans fall in love
with him. The way he interacts with the
fans, the way he signs for the fans, the
way he catches the fans’ attention, the
way he gives them eye contact, the way
he shakes their hands when he has the
opportunity.’’
Perhaps it was only fitting that on
the walkway at the World Golf Village,
with the signatures of Hall of Fame
members etched in stone, Mickelson’s
name is on the stone right next to
Palmer.
“Arnold was a guy I really looked
up to and tried to emulate and admired
the way he played the game, the way he

handled himself, the way he treated
other professionals and everybody,’’
Mickelson said before the ceremony.
“From the first time I played the U.S.
Open in 1994 at Oakmont, which was
his final one, watching him treat the volunteers to an hour-and-a-half discussion
and autograph session, picture session,
when he didn’t have to do it, he just
thanked them for all of their contributions.’’
Mickelson will be among the
favorites at The Players Championship
this week, and while Mickelson
believes the minimum age should go
from 40 to 50, he allowed himself to
soak up a Hall of Fame career still in
progress when he drove to the World
Golf Hall of Fame with his wife.
“We’ve really had a pretty great life
experience these last 20 years, the things
we’ve shared,’’ Mickelson said before
the ceremony. “And what’s great is that
I feel like at his age, we can still have
more. ... It was really a fun time for us to
share just talking on the drive over here
what the game has meant to us and what
these last 20 years have brought to us,
because we don’t really slow down and
reminisce and think about it because
we’re just right in the thick of it.’’
Lyle, elected on the International
ballot, won 29 times around the world,
including the 1985 British Open and the
1988 Masters with a 7-iron out of the
bunker on the 18th hole for a birdie to
become the first British winner of the
green jacket. Lyle also played on five
Ryder Cup teams.
Jenkins and Alliss were selected
through the Lifetime Achievement
category, while Stacy was chosen
through the Veterans Category.
Phil Mickelson
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

P ROMOTES YOUR
CH URCH
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727-89 6 -2 9 2 2

P ROMOTES YOUR
CH URCH
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“A Church With A VISION,
With CHRIST As The Focus.”
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Our Agenda: Friday, May 18,
at 7 p.m.
It has been 84 wonderful
years being in the South Saint
Petersburg community attending
to the spiritual needs of our
community. This is an opportunity to thank God for all His provisions down through the years.
We will be uniting voices in
praise to our Maker. Our Church
84th Anniversary Musical choral
ensemble, under the direction of

Jeremy Jackson, Minister of
Music, extends a warm invitation to come and listen to some
of the most accomplished and
experienced church musicians,
choirs, and soloists in the Tampa
Bay community.
Our Celebration: June 3 – 10
F riendship M i s s i o n ary
Baptist Church, known as “The
S hip” on 31st S t . S . , wi l l
celebrate its 84th Anniversary,
June 3-10. All members, friends
and those interested in church
lore are extended a cordial invitation to attend.

Our Anniversary Committee
has special events planned
throughout the week of June 310 to mark this momentous
milestone.
Theme: “Striving Together
As One For The Faith Of the
Gospel.”
Scripture: Philippians 1:27
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Fla.
33712. Our telephone number is
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to
visit our website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Ch ri s t- center ed, P eoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching
m i n i str y; with prioritie s

focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to use our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
The Women Ministry event
“HATTITUDE” has been
scheduled for Saturday, May

12, from 10 a.m. to noon. Pray
for the body and leadership.
Obey and delve into God’
Word. Witness to others.
Encourage each other in the
Lord. Remain faithful to the
ministry.
Join them and study how to
be a Powerful Presence for
Christian service. Wear your
biggest, most elegant, funniest
or most comfortable hat.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Church

May is Anniversary Month for
Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Church
Over 88 years ago in the
Goose Pond area of St.
Petersburg, a little church was
founded by a group of strong
Christian folks. Today, Rev.
James Cleare, Pastor and the
entire church family of Moore’s
Chapel A.M.E. will celebrate
the founding of our church
throughout the month of May.
May 13 — Our celebration

continues as we pay tribute to
all mothers, mother figures and
childcare providers with a
service of recognition. Please
come and bring your mother to
our special service. Come see
and hear beautiful presentations
by our young people.
May 20 — To show our
commitment to St. Petersburg,
we will honor our city’s governmental leaders and law enforcement. Join us as we express our

appreciation for the work of our
leaders and protectors.
May 26 - 27 — Save these
dates! A special treat is planned
for all. An open house and
picnic is planned for Saturday,
and the Sunday worship service
will close our celebration by
setting our eyes for the future.
Our special guest preacher will
be one of our beloved ministers
who got his start at Moore’s
Chapel.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming in the Month of
May 2012

May 4 - Monthly Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.
May 13 - Mother’s Day Men of St. Mark in charge of all
services in honor of the women
of the church.
May 20 - Right Hand of
Fellowship during morning
worship. Annual Spring Concert
at 4 p.m. featuring the St. Mark
Unity Choir under the direction
of Bro. Keith Flournoy, Director
of Music. The entire Tampa Bay
Community is invited to attend.
May 21 - PIZZA Ministry
from 6-8 p.m.
May 28 - Memorial Day:
Church office closed.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out and study the Bible
with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring from 4:30-6 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
13th Annual Celebration of
Ministry for Rev. Louis Murphy
Sr. Join us in the month of May
as we celebrate our Pastors 13th
Anniversary.
M a y 1 3 – R e v. P a t r i c k
Banks, St. Petersburg.
May 20 – Dr. Gayland Clark,
Austin.
M a y 2 7 – D r. L a w r e n c e
Aker, III, Brooklyn.
May 9 – Join us for bible
study. Our noon lunchtime
session is a 30-minute study of
the Daily Word; and at 7:00
p.m., we have an in-depth interactive discussion on the sermon
from the previous Sunday.
May 11 – Come out and fellowship with our Singles

Ministry in the youth fellowship
hall, at 7 p.m. Topic: Are You a
Healthy and Whole Individual in
your Singleness?
May 12 – Sister’s Surviving
Breast Cancer presents
Celebrating Mothers - Mother’s
Day Brunch, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.,
in the 2nd floor dining room.
Call 894-4311 for more information.
May 13 - Join the Health &
Wellness Ministry in celebrating Pink Sunday. Wear pink.
May 16 – Join us for Bible
study. Our noon lunchtime
session is a 30-minute study of
the Daily Word; and at 7 p.m.,
we have an in-depth interactive
discussion on the sermon from
the previous Sunday.
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministries – If you are looking
for social outlets for your youth

ages 6 – 18, our Boy and Girl
Scouts meet every first, third,
and fifth Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Mt. Zion Human Services –
Summer Youth Intern Program.
For applications call (727) 8220443 or visit the Human
Services office. Ages 16 – 21 –
application deadline is May 7.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

“15 However, the spiritual man examines indeed all things, but he himself is not examined by any man.
16
For ‘who has come to know the mind of Jehovah that he may instruct him?’
But we do have the mind of Christ.”
I Corinthians 15-16
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Services Promoted
To Families At Fun Festival

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG —
Families were treated to live
entertainment, inflatable games,
giveaways, food and ice cream at
the 16th Annual Family Fun Day
Festival held last Saturday, May 5,
at the James B. Sanderlin Family
Center.
Traffic rushed by the 2335
22nd Ave. S., location as local law
enforcement personnel helped
attendees cross over to the center
from the overflow parking lot
located across the street.
The festival was organized to
raise awareness about the various
resources available to residents
throughout the city. According to
organizers, the festival provides an
opportunity to bring together
community residents, friends and
family, police, social service
agencies, health care providers,
churches, neighborhood associations and city officials for a day of
positive interaction, sharing and
uniting in a drug-and-crime free
venue.
“To be able to sustain this
event every year for the past 16
years shows a strong commitment
on the part of the organizers and the
community,” St. Petersburg Police

St. Pete Police Officer Johnny Harris and George Billias.

Officer Johnny Harris said.
A large number of people
came to participate and learn about
the services being paraded by
different exhibitors. Attendees
were offered health screenings for
blood pressure levels, diabetes and
cholesterol.
Some of the featured performers inc lude d t h e F l o ri d a
Spiritualairs, the Mighty Sons of
Zion, the R o y al T h eat er
Sweetbay Conservatory performers, POETIC, the Kali Dancers,
and SHE SAY. The Kali Dancers
are a part of the Sanderlin Center,
and are two-time winners of BET’s
106 & Park Wild out Wednesday
dance competition.
“I came to bring the kids out to
have fun,” Linora Wilson said. “I
heard about it [festival] today from
a neighbor. I have custody of my
three grandchildren (ages eight,
five and 10) and a nine-year-old

Members of Kali Kali Dancers.

step daughter. I brought about
eight children all together to the
festival. Helping the children is
what I do,” she added.
The festival has lost funding,
but with the remaining funding
sources, organizers hope to
continue providing this worthwhile
event to the community.
“This is number 16 and I think
the festival is still going strong,”
said Janis Ford, Economic
Development Coordinator for the
City of St. Petersburg. “Even with a
lack of funding we were still able to
pull the event off with additional
corporate and city support.”
The event is co-sponsored by
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Middle District of Florida, St.
Petersburg Police Department,
James B. Sanderlin Family Center,
City of St. Petersburg Business
Assistance Center and GTE
Federal Credit Union.

Linora Wilson surrounded by
grands and children from community.
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hands-on approach is evident in
his weekly school visits with
program participants. In addition
to writing skills, Irby works with
small groups incorporating
character building into the
program, teaching students proper
attire, basic courtesy, and how to
converse intelligently with peers
and adults.
One Saturday each month is
also dedicated to Write Field participants and their mentors.
Through Poynter’s partnerships
with the Tampa Bay Rays organization and the St. Petersburg
Police Department, mentors
engage in a day dedicated to the
practice of storytelling and
reporting.
The Write Field curriculum
includes observation through note
taking, interviewing skills, and the
process of idea generation. The
last few months of the program are
dedicated to introducing members
to working with computers and the
art of publishing their written
work. Each session also includes an
exercise activity and guest
speakers.
“It’s been incredibly encouraging to see how the Write Field
program has been embraced by the
Rays, the St. Petersburg Police
Department, and the Pinellas
County school system. We have
men who are devoting a big part of
their Saturdays to the boys.
Everybody’s providing a piece.”
Irby takes pride in his new role
as Community Director and hopes
to be able to expand the program
in an effort to help touch the lives
of as many children as he can
throughout the community.
“We have kids that don’t eat,
don’t have food on the weekends,
kids that don’t have anywhere to
stay. We have some kids that are
caught up in the court system at

Photograph courtesy of Jim Stem/The Poynter Institute
A student talks with mentor Eric Deggans
during a break-out session.

Photograph courtesy of Jim Stem/The Poynter Institute
Mentor Luke Williams, Assistant Chief of Police of the
St. Petersburg Police Department, and a student
work together during a session.

variant levels,” Irby confides. “We
recognize we’re touching 27 boys
when there’s a whole county in
need.”
With the initial success of
Write Field, Irby and the Poynter
Institute are looking to broaden the
success of the program to impact
the school district as a whole.
“We are an organization that is
community minded. We are an
organization that’s smaller and still
more influential and more
powerful than we’ve ever been in

35 years. We are facing new challenges, and just like the students
that we work with, the professionals that we work with, the
academics that we work with,
everybody’s dealing with a
changing landscape and we are
trying to be the place that this
organization prides itself as being
— a place of solutions and connections. I get to carry that forward
into St. Petersburg and the broader
Tampa Bay area, and I’m honored
to do it.”

